The Superpowers and the Middle East
displeased the Russians. The Soviet Union, moreover, de-
monstrated that she was unwilling to back a loser. Instead of
attempting to rescue Nasser, she teamed up with the United
States in the United Nations in an effort to end the fighting,
and after intensive behind-the-scene private negotiations bet-
ween the U.S. and Soviet Permanent Representatives in the U.N.,
Arthur S. Goldberg and Nicholas T. Federenko, the Soviet
Union agreed to a cease-fire resolution.63 This resolution, how-
ever, did not satisfy the Arabs because it failed to call simul-
taneously for an evacuation of all occupied territory by Israel.
But notwithstanding Arab opposition, the Soviet Union agreed
to this resolution because the danger of the Arab-Israeli war
escalating into American-Soviet hostilities had to be obviated/14
This, however, dealt a severe blow to the Soviet prestige in
the Arab world. The value of Soviet friendship, the credibility
of Soviet warnings, and the reputation of Soviet arms and
guidance received a damagfog blow as a result of Arab capi-
tulation following the cease-fire. As a matter of fact, the cease-
fire move on the part of the Soviet Union was looked upon as
a complete reversal of her position of support for the Arab
states/5-"' It showed that she was not willing to risk her security
^Publicly, however, Federenko blamed the United States for the war,
He said: "The Israeli aggression was not an accidental thing, it was a
carefuBy plotted aggression to secure political changes in the Middle East
in the interest of. . . American imperialism. Israel acted as the instru-
ment 01 ... the U.S," New Times (Moscow), 28 June 1967.
6*Soine Arab nations suspected that the Russians would not fight un-
less their own national frontiers were threatened and they recalled the
way in which the Soviet Union had backed out during the Cuban missile
crisis. Indian Express (Delhi), 11 July 1967.
*5 Soviet failure to come to the assistance of the Arabs following the
outbreak of hostilities led to an intense anti-Soviet feeling in Cairo which
became all the more pronounced because ft became known that China,
in the middle of 1966, had offered fullest military collaboration with the
UAR, vjcfading sharing of nuclear secrets, if Nasser agreed to denounce
no

